Reader - Response Questions for Portfolio 2

John M. Darley and Bibb Latané. “Why People Don’t Help in a Crisis,”
p. 417

What kind of introduction do the writers provide for this essay?

Does the introduction capture your attention? If so, how and why?
Where is the thesis of the essay? Write that thesis.

How do the writers establish their credibility in the essay? That is, what
convinces you that their claims can be believed?

What rhetorical techniques do the writers use to make their essay
interesting to the lay reader?

Individual response:

Write one to three paragraphs describing your response to the essay. You
could discuss what caught your attention the most in the essay, or you
could describe an experience that reading the essay reminded you of, or
you could describe something you witnessed in which you decided not to
become involved.

William Lutz, “Doublespeak,” p. 256

What kind of introduction does the writer provide for this essay?

Where is the thesis of the essay? Isthe thesis stated explicitly, or is it
implied? If the thesis is stated explicitly, rewrite the thesis. If itis
implied, write the thesis in your own words.

What kinds of patterns of organization and development does the writer
use in this essay? Here is alist of different patterns of organization and
development, with definitions. Which ones does the writer use and in
what paragraphs? How is the essay organized and developed as a whole?

Description: providing concrete details—sights, sounds, smells, textures
Narration: pattern organized by time, a story.
Process. pattern organized by time, steps in a process (how- to) or an
analysis of a process (how something is done or how something happens)
Definition: defining aterm by listing its distinguishing characteristics,
sometimes using examples
Comparison and Contrast: Comparison—assessing one subject in terms
of its relations to others, usually highlighting what they have in commaon.
Contrast—analyzing differences between things
Two ways of organizing: block by block

Point by point



Examples and illustration: a pattern that usually begins with the main
idea or point and then moves to a vivid explanation of one or two
examples that illustrate thatpoint.

Cause and Effect: analysis that demonstrates causes and effects—can
begin with causes and then state and discuss effects or begin with an
effect and discuss the cause.

Classification: placing items in their categories according to their
similarities

Division: breaking down an item into its parts and discussing those
parts

. According to Lutz, when does a euphemism become doublespeak? List
all the euphemisms you can think of.
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